What does it mean to follow Jesus?  Part 4:  Follow Wear
INTRODUCTION

A.
Review series


1.
You can catch up on series online


2.
All followers were unbelievers and sinners


3.
If you have questions or doubts you are invited to follow him


4.
Regardless of where you are – follow him

B.
Last Week


1.
Faith in God that overwhelms fear

C.
Today we are going to ask another question


1.
What should Jesus followers wear?



a.
I know you’ve been dying to know this because you have been waiting for 


us to tell you what to wear



b.
This is important because who ever people are following you know this 



by what they wear




1.
Packers cheese head pic



2.
UCLA mascot pic



3.
Brazil soccer team pic


c.
Sports fans aren’t the only people who dress a certain way when they are 


following, so do religious people



1.
Muslim pic (prophet Muhammad)




2.
Buddhist monk pic



3.
Sikhism (seekism)  pic (fifth largest religion in the world, 30 mil 




worldwide)



d.
What should Christians or Jesus followers wear?




1.
Option 1 – John 3:16 rainbow hair pic



2.
On the far other spectrum we have this:  God hates you 





protestors
D.
In the New Testament Paul tells Jesus followers what to wear


1.
He told us what to wear over 2000 years ago and button and zippers weren’t 


even invented yet


2.
The background of Apostle Paul



a.
He was first a Christian hater and would search out and want to kill them



b.
He eventually became one of them and began to set up churches all over 



the Mediterrainian 



c.
He never met Jesus, but became a follower of the followers of Jesus




1.
Matthew, Luke, John, Peter even Jesus’ mother




2.
He learned about Jesus from them



d.
He began taking these teachings and make them more practical for the 



Gentiles – Us



e.
The primary teaching of Paul was something that Jesus said right at the 



end of his ministry


3.
“A new command I give you:  Love one another” – John 13:34



a.
This isn’t new to us and not even new to them, we have heard it our 



whole lives


4.
“A new command I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you 


must love one another.” – John 13:34



a.
He’s saying:  If you forget everything I say and love one another --  not 



like you love one another – but as I love you



b.
Examples




1.
Matthew – Remember when I first met you and everyone wanted 




to spit on you because you were a tax collector and I invited you 




to follow and you did?  Remember how that felt --  that’s how I 




want you to love one another




2.
Nathanel:  Remember what you said about me:  “Can anything 




good come out of Nazareth.”  You put down me, my town and my 




people.  Remember how I responded,  I said follow me.  



c.
When I say to love one another, this is the type of love I’m talking about



d.
Then He tells them this:


5.
“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

– John 13:35



a.
This is the mark; this is what people are going to see



b.
This is the thing that I want people to look at and know that you are a 



follower of mine


6.
Then Simon Peter responds:  “Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you 


going?”



a.
After Jesus gave him the main thing Peter asks this question



b.
Jesus is probably thinking that he was not even listening




1.
Sort of like us when know we’re suppose to love one another, but 




we set that aside so many times to look and talk about our own 




agendas



c.
In all religion this sort of thing happens

E.
The gravitational pull of religion is toward rule keeping rather than relationship 
building

1.
Why is it this way:  Because we like to be in control and can use like a check of 


sheet of what we did or didn’t do 



a.
It takes us to a point where we think we are right with God – but at the 



same time we don’t treat people like we should

2.
Jesus tells us this command because he doesn’t want us to go there



a.
All religions begin to lean to traditions, rituals, and rule keeping


3.
It becomes all about making sure you’re right with Jesus – but forgetting to treat 


one another with the same love that he treats you



4.
I don’t think Jesus wants us to mistreat the people He died for

F.
The one thing we can do to make sure that the world sees us as follower is to love each 
other the way Jesus love you


1.
I’m not asking you to love them the way they deserve to be loved


2.
Don’t replace how you treat people with a ritual or routine

G.
It’s easy to confuse discipline with discipleship

1.
It’s so easy to confuse this because we think as long as we have our disciplines 


and we’re right with Jesus everything is okay – but it’s about loving one another


a.
We can’t become just do and don’t people and think that it substitutes 



for how we treat people


2.
All religions move to rule keeping over relationship building because it is much 


easier to check things off a list than love people who are hard to love

H.
So 22 years went by and the Apostle Paul is out teaching in the Mediteranian and 
getting kicked out of towns


1.
As he traveled and began to plant churches he began to see people doing the 


very thing that we are talking about



a.
They began to use their religion to mistreat people


2.
In so many of his letters he lead them back to the basics


a.
He told them not only to love each other but he made it specific



b.
He gave us words, adjectives of the things that should characterize 



ourselves as followers of Jesus

II.
The Book of Colossians  -- Paul relates this to what they should wear

A.
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved clothe yourselves with…” – 
Colossians 3:12


1.
Clothe yourself:  I want to tell you what to wear

B.
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved clothe yourselves with 
compassion, ” – Colossians 3:12


1.
Compassion:  love with all your heart



a.
In the Greek it means:  love with all your bowels or guts


2.
It’s that sense in your stomach when your felt heartbreak or compassion



a.
It isn’t felt in your chest, but hits your gut


3.
It’s should be your initial response to people (ex: work harder, etc)


4.
It’s giving off the response that you feel where others are at or experience 


regardless of what they’ve done
C.
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness,” – Colossians 3:12


1.
Kindness is when you loan your strength to someone



a.
You extend yourself, you do it for them

D.
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility,” – Colossians 3:12


1.
Remember that these are all things in relationship to other people


2.
Humility is:  Seeing myself as I really am in relationship to other people and to 


God



a.
It is viewing yourself accurately



b.
In reality we are really all the same with different gifts



c.
It’s not about what you have or don’t have, what you do or don’t do 



d.
The thing that makes us special is that we are loved by God – all of us


3.
When people interact with you I want you to be a people who understands no 


matter who you are (famous, leader)  -- these don’t make you special

E.
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness” – Colossians 3:12


1.
Gentleness:  Is the decision to respond to you at your level of strength or 



weakness and not my own


a.
Ex:  It’s the difference between picking up a contact lens with the tip of 



my finger and a baseball with the palm of my hand



b.
I have the capacity to do both, but I will adjust my approach according to 



the object my strength




1.
It means the gentleness approach isn’t about your 






accomplishments but gearing down to the other persons level




2.
What we want to say is:  My relationship with you is more 





important than you being impressed by me

F.
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” – Colossians 3:12


1.
Patience:  Is deciding to go at the pace of the other person



a.
It is gearing down and going at the speed of the other person


2.
Paul says this is the stuff I want you to put on every morning and then he says

G.
“Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone.” – Colossians 3:13


1.
Then he takes it right back to what Jesus has done for you

H.
“Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone.  Forgive as the Lord as the Lord forgave you.” – Colossians 3:13


1.
Not as others forgive you – but as the Lord has forgiven you


2.
It has to do with all of this



a.
Be compassionate with others as I have been compassionate with you



b.
Be kind to one another as I have been kind to you



c.
Be humble with each other as I have humbled myself



d.
Be gentle with one another as I have been gentle with you



e.
Be kind to each other as I have been kind to you



f.
Be patient with each other as I have been patient with you




1.
Remember how many times you broke a promise to God


3.
Jesus wants us to be known for these things


4.
And then Paul summarizes everything

I.
“And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them together in perfect unity.” – 
Colossians 3:14


1.
This is the overall idea that Paul is trying to get across


2.
Love is the summary idea of everything he has listed

III.
Conclusion

A.
Follow Wear


1.
Compassion


2.
Kindness


3.
Humility


4.
Gentleness


5.
Patience


6.
Forgiveness


7.
Love

B.
How are we going to accomplish this:


1.
We could stay home with our families and maybe get it done


2.
But once we go out into the world it almost seems impossible

C.
The thing that allows me to think that it can be done is by who said it


1.
Look at Paul’s life and all he went through


2.
All the places he went, all the times he was run out of town, all the churches he 


started and he did it without electricity or moltren

D.
The point is that it is possible – but not natural


1.
Not going to happen overnight


2.
I think if Paul was with us today he would tell us that he also needs to remind 


himself everyday about clothing himself


3.
Because Jesus wants to identify us as His followers by the way we treat others



a.
Not by what we say, but by what we do

E.
The reality is when we leave here and go to lunch and next week will probably forget 
about most of this –so I put together something to remind us to clothe ourselves


1.
Chick Fick PG



a.
Follow Wear




C ompassion




H umility




K indness




F orgiveness




L ove




K indness




P atience




G entleness


2.
It may be lame but it may help us remember


3.
Maybe in your morning devotion or time with God you will remember to clothe 


yourself



a.
Ask God to help you love one another



b.
To put on these things

F.
If these were natural things we would just be doing them -  but we need help


1.
It’s not a suggestion but a command



a.
 To love others like I love you


2.
Jesus wants these things to be the things that distinguishes you from others and 


shows that you are a follower of his

G.
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved clothe yourselves with…” – 
Colossians 3:12


1.
It is asking God to filter your personality through these things we are asked to 


put on


2.
Ex:  Maybe you’re a person who thrives on excellence and getting things done.  


You may have to ask God to help you gear down.  Or maybe you’re one with 


little patience for some things, asking God to give you the same patience he has 


with you



a.
People will begin to see how you care about others by doing this that 



they will know that you are a follower of Jesus

H.
Show pick of John 3:16 man and God hater protest

1.
The John 3:16 man is all about making a point



a.
Jesus didn’t come to make a point he came to make a difference



b.
The church is here to make a difference not a point



c.
He is commanding us to make a difference not a point


2.
The difference it has made in your life wasn’t about a point but about the 


compassion that was shown to you



a.
An extraordinary kindness, a gentleness that seemed beyond our 




capability


I.
The difference is when we love others the way our heavenly Father loves us through 
Christ His Son

IV.
The Lord’s Supper
A.  We will be taking the elements together this morning to show our unity and love for Christ 
and each other

B.
The Lord’s Supper represents for us today:


1.
A memorial of Christ’s life and death


2,
A symbol of Christ’s work


3.
The union of all God’s people, at the table of the Lord our souls are on a level


4.
A constant dependence upon Christ’s strength – He is our daily bread


5.
A union of Christ and his people – he lives in us, and us in Him


6.
A time with Christ when he reveals himself to the believing heart
C.
Take elements together
